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LESSON PLAN 
 
 
Grade(s) Second Grade Special Education  
Content Area(s) 
 

Language Arts  

Topic of Lesson  Y as a vowel 
Three 
Objectives   
 

Students will be able to recognize that [y] is a vowel at the end of a word 
and [y] is a consonant at the beginning of a word when words are presented 
to them.  
 
Students will be able to recognize that one-syllable words ending in [y] 
make a long [i] sound when words are presented to them. 
 
Students will be able recognize that multi-syllable words ending in [y] 
make a long [e] sound presented when words are presented to them. 

Technology 
standard 
 

Standard 1.  Demonstrate proficiency in the use of computers and 
applications, as well as an understanding of the concepts underlying 
hardware, software, and connectivity 
 
K-2: 1.9    Explain that the Internet links computers around the world, 
allowing people to access information and communicate 

Curriculum 
Framework  
 

 
 Massachusetts English Language Arts Standards 
 Reading and Literature Strand 
 Learning Standard for Beginning Reading, Grades Pre-K-2 

 
7.7 Use letter-sound knowledge to decode written English:  
 

• decode accurately phonetically regular one-syllable and multi-
syllable real words and nonsense words;  

• read accurately many irregularly spelled words, special vowel 
spellings, and common word endings;  

• apply knowledge of letter patterns to identify syllables;  
• apply independently the most common letter-sound 

correspondences, including the sounds represented by single letters, 
consonant blends, consonant digraphs, and vowel digraphs and 
diphthongs;  

• know and use more difficult word families (-ought) and known 
words to decode unknown words;  

• read words with several syllables;  
• read aloud with fluency and comprehension at grade level. 

 
Materials • Computer with Internet access and LCD Projector 



needed  
  

• Paper and pencils for student responses, written practice of words 
 

Lesson 
Procedure, Web 
Site Use, and 
Technology 
Standard 
Instruction 
 

We will discuss the vowels we have already learned and what letter can 
join a, e, i, o and u in the vowel category. I will explain that when [y] is at 
the end of the word, it makes a long e sound. When [y] makes a long [e] 
sound at the end of the word, it is a vowel. We will discuss the sound [y] 
makes at the beginning of a word and the sounds [y] makes at the end of a 
word. I will ask them to think of words in which [y] makes a [yuh] sound 
versus and [ee] sound and write their examples on the board.  
 
As I begin to pull out the website, I will ask students about what they know 
about the Internet and how they use it. I will hand out a slip of paper with 
the website URL. I will explain how they can access the website anywhere 
on a computer with Internet access. I will encourage them to practice at 
home with their parents and share the website with other students.  
 
Once the website is on the ActivBoard screen, I will explain how we will 
be using the website to help learn about and practice a new phonics lesson.  
 
I will lead the class in the first couple pages of the website, pausing to 
practice spelling of words they will hear on the web page before viewing 
the actual spelling on the screen. The vocabulary displayed on the screen 
will be a practice for an upcoming short story.  
 
At their desks, the students will be given a short story that is geared 
towards practicing what we have learned in our lesson on the letter [y]. 
They will read the short story to out loud in ‘whisper’ voices. I will go 
around to listen to the students to make sure they are properly sounding out 
each word.  
 
 

How will 
students be 
assessed to 
make sure they 
are able to 
perform the 
objectives? 
 

Objective 1:  Students will be able to recognize that [y] is a vowel at the 
end of a word and [y] is a consonant at the beginning of a word when 
words are presented to them.  
 
Assessment 1: Students will be shown columns of different words, all with 
the letter [y] in them. Individually, they will count how many times they 
see the letter [y] appears as a vowel. They will present their scores out 
loud. To ensure that every student recognizes the difference, we will go 
through each word to confirm the number of words that contain the vowel 
[y].  
 
Objective 2: Students will be able to recognize that one-syllable words 
ending in [y] make a long [i] sound in more than half of the words 
presented to them. 
 
Assessment 2: Students will be given a set of 12 one-syllable words from 
the lesson to practice reading and writing throughout the week. In the 



following week, a quiz on the lesson will require the students to 
demonstrate their ability to spell one-syllable words ending in [y].  
 
Objective 3: Students will be able recognize that multi-syllable words 
ending in [y] make a long [e] sound in more than half of the words 
presented to them. 
 
Assessment 3: Students will be given 4 challenge words to practice reading 
and writing throughout the week. In the following week, a quiz on the 
lesson will require the students to demonstrate how they have learned to 
spell multi-syllable words ending in [y].  

 


